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Monday, 26 November, 10.00 – 15.00

St Pancras Hospital, 4 St Pancras Way, London, NW1 0PE

· The NIMHE Spirituality Project was launched in September 2001. In 2005 NIMHE set up a framework for pilot sites and invited organisations to join. There are now over 30 organisations and their partners involved.
· In May, 2006 a national symposium was held at Lincoln University, with a very enthusiastic group of 60+ participants from all over England. Much good practice was shared, and it was decided that the best way forward this year would be through similar regional events.

· Issues around Spirituality and Faith are ones service users and carers are keen to discuss and see addressed, and they are vital both to the ‘personalisation’ agenda (control over one’s own life and choice) and social cohesion. 

· On Monday 26th November, 2007  Camden and Islington Care Trust will be hosting a symposium (a get together of interested parties—not a conference!) for all London trusts who are members of, or interested in joining, the NIMHE Spirituality Collaborative.

Aims of the Day:
1. To share developing practice across the region

2. To set up a supportive and learning network on spirituality across London

3. To update people on the NIMHE project

4. To encourage inter-action between  all  MHT’s and their partners/communities and faith/belief systems

5. To encourage networking and partnership with for a such as the National Forum and development and training organisations

6. To collaborate with spirituality research programmes [new UK-wide research association currently being set up]

7. To establish these symposia as an annual event

Convenors:

· Claire Johnston, Director of Nursing and Spirituality Lead, Camden and Islington Mental  Health and Social Care Trust

· Dr Sarah Eagger, Chair Royal College of Psychiatrists, SIG 

· Prof Peter Gilbert, NIMHE Spirituality Lead and Staffordshire University

· Dorin Varza, CSIP London Spirituality Lead 

· Martin Aaron, Chair of the National Spirituality and Mental Health Forum

Participants:
We would like to invite 6-8 people from each Trust and its partners, to include: 
· service users & survivors
· carers

· front line staff

· senior manager

· chaplains 

· community partners 

There is no charge but people will be expected to cater for themselves (there is a canteen at the venue).

A full programme will be available in early September, but expressions of interest would be appreciated by completing the booking form below and returning to 
Dorin.varza@londondevelopmentcentre.org
Fax 0207 307 2432

CSIP London

11-13 Cavendish Square 

London, W1G 0AN
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